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Innovator Impact Report is produced by the Office 
of Marketing and Public Relations in collaboration 
with the Office of Development and Alumni 
Relations. Feedback about this issue can be sent 
to Marketing and Public Relations, Re: Innovator 
Impact Report, 4201 Henry Avenue, Philadelphia, 
PA 19144 or via email to Innovator@PhilaU.edu.
Dear PhilaU Donors:
With the first year of my professional career under my belt as 
a Senior CORE Finance Associate on the Procurement team 
at Comcast NBC Universal, I’d like to take a moment to reflect 
on the integral part you, as a donor, play in the Philadelphia 
University community. You make a huge impact in a multitude 
of ways by providing resources, motivation and guidance, 
greatly contributing to the University and its students every day.
One of the most direct ways you are impacting students is 
through support of financial aid and scholarships. When you 
give in these areas, you are giving students the opportunity 
to spend their time on their academic pursuits and exploring 
their passions, rather than focusing on how to pay for their 
education—this is profound. I know, because I was fortunate 
enough to receive a full scholarship for basketball. Aside 
from affording me the time to focus on the sport I love, it also 
allowed me the time to grow as a professional and become 
a member of the National Honor Society, Athlete Advisory 
Committee and Accounting Society. 
Here are two of the figures that most impress me from the past year alone:
•  $1,776,277 was given to 288 named scholarships
•  95% of students received institutional support through scholarships or aid
Thanks to you, we are fostering an environment in which students can invest in themselves and 
get closer to what I call their destinies of greatness. You are creating a network with resources 
for students to excel, but more importantly, activate their greatness. You are inspiring graduates 
to want to continue a tradition of giving back—that is why we are “Powered to Do.”
This is the culture that keeps PhilaU strong. I began to see the expanse of our network during my 
first internship at Verizon; I learned the CFO, Fran Shammo, is a PhilaU graduate and I realized 
alumni and board members are in many area corporations—Rams are everywhere.
All of these factors amount to great motivation—on top of your financial support, you are giving 
students a glimpse of success. When I hear about a fellow PhilaU graduate who is donating, 
mentoring or getting involved in some other way, it sets an expectation. It bolsters what I learned 
at PhilaU: always put your best foot forward and develop the mindset that whatever you do, you 
represent PhilaU—this is the gateway to success. Your examples give me a goal to strive toward. 
So, on behalf of the Philadelphia University community, thank you for doing your part to help 
students—to make us stronger as a group. I am proud to call myself a PhilaU graduate and be a 
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In this issue:
We love staying in touch with our donors!
Visit our website to explore ways you can make an impact and 
learn about new things going on with the Office of Development 
and Alumni Relations. www.PhilaU.edu/development
// Nick Christian ’14 was selected 
along with President Barack 
Obama and YouTube CEO Susan 
Wojcicki as one of the year’s top 
six commencement speakers by 
the North American Association of 
Commencement Officers in 2014. 
His speech can be seen at PhilaU.
edu/CommencementSpeech.
// The University’s annual golf invitational raises funds for student scholarships and 
the Department of Athletics, impacting both athletes and non-athletes alike. The 2015 
event’s title sponsors were Thomas Wynne Apartments, Springhouse Apartments and 
Chesapeake Bay Clubs, and raised more than $75,000. Shown below is golf committee 
member Kevin Kodz ’97 (right) and his foursome. 
// Physician assistant studies student Emily Reynolds ’16 smiles 
with the late Elsie H. Hillman, who presented Reynolds with the 
first-ever Elsie H. Hillman Award for Student Public Service at 
the opening ceremony for the Arlen Specter Center for Public 
Service last year. Elsie H. Hillman leaves a lasting legacy of 
significant impact in the arts, community, education, social 
services, health and conservation in Pittsburgh and other cities 
through the Elsie H. Hillman Foundation.
// Honorees are recognized by President Spinelli at the 2015 Verizon Philadelphia 
University Celebration of Innovation. Shown from left to right are honorees: Megan 
Maguire Nicoletti accepting on behalf of the Maguire Foundation; Janice R. Maiden 
‘81, Senior Vice President and General Manager of Federal-Mogul Powertrain; Chris 
Rondeau H’15, Chief Executive Officer of Planet Fitness; and Anthony S. Volpe ’72, 
Shareholder and Co-founder of Volpe and Koenig, P.C. The annual event raises money 
for student scholarships and financial aid and pays tribute to the University’s students, 
faculty, alumni and friends for their talent, creativity and impact on innovation.
// Jeff Bruner ’73, left, stands with the first-ever recipient of the 
Frank L. Scardino ’58 Textile Scholarship, Courtney Lyle ’15, and 
Frank Scardino ’58 at the Scholarship Donor Reception. The 
annual event pays tribute to donors who support scholarships that 
impact many PhilaU students each year. Bruner established this 




Take photos any day at PhilaU and you will see 
pictures that tell the story of donor impact. There 
are thousands of photos that complete this story, 
but here are four snapshots from the past year that 
celebrate the impact of our supporters. 
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WHAT’S NOW IMPACT EDITION
The Circle of Giving
Philadelphia University has grown significantly in recent years—no easy feat for the typical college or university. However, as our 
students, faculty, staff, partners—and especially alumni—know, we are anything but typical.
Philadelphia University characteristically 
exceeds fundraising goals—like our recent 
capital campaign that surpassed its goal by 
fifty-five percent. So, when fundraising and 
development is such a tough yet necessary 
aspect of non-profits, how does PhilaU do 
it so well? 
“Here, our community really backs us. 
We have a very clear vision and a unique 
culture of giving,” explained Jesse Shafer, 
vice president for development and alumni 
relations. 
The University experience is very involved, 
from the campus, to the faculty and style of 
learning—all parts connect with students 
to ensure success after graduation, which 
inspires alumni to give back to their alma 
mater—it is the PhilaU legacy and tradition. 
This unique culture of philanthropy has 
been officially celebrated for the past two 
years with the Day of Giving celebration. 
Volunteers come together to use social 
media, a phone-a-thon and a walk-in 
donation zone to encourage people to give. 
An exciting challenge was proposed 
for the recent 
second annual 
Day of Giving. 
Alumnus and and 
new University 
Trustee Bryant 
Greene M’96 agreed that he would make a 
$25,000 gift if 150 people made donations 
by noon. With a set goal of $30,000 from 
at least 350 donors for the day, this gift 
would make a huge impact. Sure enough, 
PhilaU received more than 150 donations by 
noon, and Bryant visited the walk-in area, 
check in hand, to help celebrate. 
For the second year in a row, the Day of 
Giving far surpassed set targets, raising 
more than $80,000 from 360 donors 
over the course of a single day. This great 
success was a welcome follow-up to the 
inaugural Day of Giving, when donors 
managed to triple the monetary goal.
“We invite as many people as possible to 
celebrate giving around the National Day 
of Philanthropy,” explained Elona Lakuriqi, 
director of alumni relations and annual 
giving, who conceptualized the Day. “The 
Day is always a lot of fun, and both times 
we have significantly surpassed our goal.”
“Giving back always feels good—it’s 
the smiles, the laughs with someone 
that you haven’t spoken to in years—it’s 
priceless,” explained Derrick Linton ’11, a 
class advocate and major Day of Giving 
supporter. “I’m truly thankful for the 
opportunities that PhilaU gave me, and 
the only way I can show that is to step 
on the other side and show someone the 
opportunities I had as a college student. 
Everyone deserves a great college 
education.”
This kind of involvement from the PhilaU 
community is a testament to the giving 
culture we are so proud of. “This year, I’m 
super excited that we exceeded our goals. I 
believe that it’s a chain effect,” said Derrick 
about this year’s Day of Giving. “This day 
brings out the generosity in the PhilaU 
community. When you give back, you in-
turn gain so much more.”
“ This day brings out the generosity in 
the PhilaU community. When you give 
back, you in-turn gain so much more.”
 GOAL: 350 donors $30,000
 ACTUAL: 360 donors $80,376.94
THANK YOU 
FOR SUPPORTING THIS YEAR’S DAY OF GIVING!
4  •  WINTER 2015
WHAT’S NOW
Great Minds Think Alike
In the spring, Philadelphia University ran a game-changing fundraiser teaming up with a new partner—Planet Fitness. 
It all started when Philadelphia University 
named Planet Fitness CEO, Chris 
Rondeau H’15, as a 2015 Leader of 
Innovation Medal recipient in honor of his 
exemplary leadership, innovative spirit 
and commitment to achievement—all key 
PhilaU values.
In celebration of this achievement, 
franchise owners, vendors, friends and 
family of Rondeau came together to 
establish a surprise scholarship. Totaling 
more than $1,000,000, The Rondeau 
Scholars Program is now the largest 
endowed scholarship at Philadelphia 
University and helps bring the opportunity 
of a PhilaU education to Planet Fitness 
employees and their families.
“This partnership shows how likeminded 
organizations can cooperate for the 
greater good—in this case offering 
proven, professional education to a new 
group of students in today’s competitive 
market,” said Geoffrey Cromarty, chief 
operating officer and vice president for 
administration at Philadelphia University, 
who played an instrumental role in 
establishing the scholarship fund.
The Rondeau Scholars Program was 
unveiled to an astonished Rondeau during 
the annual Verizon Philadelphia University 
Celebration of Innovation. Coinciding with 
the thousandth Planet Fitness location 
opening, this scholarship celebrates the 
achievements of the entire Planet Fitness 
Community.
“I’ve been involved with Planet Fitness 
for nearly half my life and being honored 
with a scholarship program at Philadelphia 
University was by far one of the most 
rewarding moments of my career,” 
Rondeau said. “It’s hard to explain the 
feeling you get when people donate to 
such a special cause on your behalf. It’s 
truly amazing.”
Then & Now: Sig Ep
Fifty years ago, a group of students came together with a single 
dream: to create a fraternity that provided vital social engagement 
for students in their college years and beyond. And so, the Sigma 
Phi Epsilon Omicron fraternity chapter, known as Sig Ep for short, 
was founded at Philadelphia College of Textiles and Science. 
This was the beginning of the PhilaU chapter of one of the most 
distinguished fraternities in the country. The group was immediately 
well received—in fact, the first pledge class was larger than the 
establishing brotherhood!
At the 2014 Homecoming Weekend, Sig Ep brothers and sisters 
celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of the fraternity’s founding. The 
group commemorated their landmark anniversary by establishing 
the Sigma Phi Epsilon Scholarship Fund in support of current PhilaU 
students. The scholarship honors the fraternity’s history by providing 
financial aid to deserving students who model the Sigma Phi Epsilon 
philosophy of developing young leaders. The wildly successful 
campaign surpassed Sig Ep’s original goal of $50,000, raising a 
whopping $84,000 as an endowed scholarship—an honor indeed.
1965 2014
// Upon hearing the news, Rondeau takes the 
stage to thank donors.
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ATHLETICS
ATHLETICS STATS
Our supporters are part of our success, here are some of our proudest points: 
impact on
SUCCESS POINTS
80 HOME  GAMES16 TEAMS 316 ATHLETES
Awarded the NCAA President’s Award  
for graduation rates exceeding 90%.  
The award has been in place for only three 
years and PhilaU has received it all three years.
The PhilaU women’s athletic programs won 
the CACC Restaino Cup, which goes to the 
University with the most successful athletic 
programs. Our men’s programs finished 2nd.
Our student-athletes had a very 
successful year in the classroom 











5 CACC championships in 2014-15including Men’s and Women’s Soccer, Men’s and Women’s Cross Country, and Men’s Basketball
6  •  WINTER 2015
THOUSANDS OF FANS—BOTH STUDENTS AND NONSTUDENTS ALIKE
ATHLETICS
Donors have the opportunity to make an impact on 
many areas within the University. Here is a glimpse 
of how donors impact the area of Athletics. From 
scholarship opportunities to equipment to coaches, 
donors are a big part of the success of our athletes. 
Thanks to donor support, we’ve been able 
to continue offering excellent athletics 
programs and add: 
67WORK STUDY  STUDENTS 5 INTERNS
CONTINUING EXCELLENCE,
IMPROVING UPON IT
Framing of sports memorabilia 
for The Gallagher Center lobby
Indoor winter rental time  
for spring sports
Seat-back covers for team and 
coaches bench promoting PhilaU




Field sheds for softball, 
lacrosse, soccer and baseball
Flag poles for the baseball 
and soccer fields
 2 new game site tents
50 new chairs for 
Gallagher Center
New golf cart for  
the athletic trainers




AVERAGE DAILY GYM USE: 472
was raised for 
the Billy Harris 
Scholarship,
which supported 19 students who helped manage 
Gallagher Center Operations in 2014-2015  
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Bill Smith had a successful career 
in business, building a Fortune 500 
international corporation, Kewanee 
Industries, which spanned the globe 
drilling for oil and gas, shipping petroleum 
and manufacturing specialty chemicals. 
Even in light of his success, Smith is 
remembered today not for his business 
acumen, but for his philanthropy and 
dedication to causes in the Philadelphia 
region, unceasingly supported by the 
efforts of his legacy—the W. W. Smith 
Charitable Trust.
Established in 1977, the Trust’s mission 
was directed primarily by Bill Smith’s wife, 
Mary, helping to provide basic human 
needs, fund medical research, and offer 
higher education scholarships—almost 
exclusively through organizations in the 
Philadelphia area. A portion of the Trust’s 
efforts also continues to support non-
profit education in maritime skills and 
heritage along the Philadelphia waterfront, 
in honor of Smith’s great interest in sailing 
and ships. 
Since 1978, Philadelphia University 
has been fortunate to receive more 
than $2,092,000 in grants for student 
scholarships, awarded to academically 
qualified students from middle-income 
families. In exchange, Philadelphia 
University has been providing a proven, 
professionally-focused education to 
students helping to fulfill an important 
piece of the Trust’s mission: to anticipate 
some of tomorrow’s needs today.
To help tell the story of the incredible 
effect the W. W. Smith Charitable Trust 
has had on our community over the past 
four decades, we caught up with two 
recipients;  one of the first recipients from 
nearly 40 years ago, as well as a recent 
recipient who just started his career. 
These alumni help illustrate the influence 
the Trust has made on the lives of more 




By Veronica Montefusco M’18
The W. W. Smith Charitable Trust has been a scholarship 
supporter at Philadelphia University for nearly 40 years, 
giving hundreds of students access to a PhilaU education. 
Continuing the legacy of William Wikoff Smith, the Trust’s 
contributions to PhilaU constitute a small portion of its 
overall giving, but the impact on the PhilaU community is 
huge—recipients of this scholarship are standout individuals 
whose academic excellence is only the beginning of 
successful lives. 
WSW
//  Mary Smith was joined by scholarship recipients at the President’s House for a breakfast at which 
the University presented her with a PhilaU-made nautical tapestry celebrating her late husband’s 
favorite pastime and honoring the Trust’s continued support of PhilaU scholarships. 
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Orlando Esposito ’80 
was a Philly kid who 
went to Central High 
School, part of the 
School District of 
Philadelphia. The son 
of immigrant parents, 
he was the first 
generation in his family to go to college. 
Orlando was always a hard worker, and a 
lot was expected of him, both to live the 
American dream and to reflect positively 
on his entire family through all of his 
pursuits. 
When it was time to start applying to 
colleges, Orlando sought advice from 
his school’s guidance counselor to help 
guide him through his decision. “He asked 
me all kinds of questions,” remembered 
Orlando. After getting to know Orlando’s 
personality and goals, the counselor 
recommended Philadelphia University, 
then known as the Philadelphia College of 
Textiles and Science. “I had such respect 
for him,” said Orlando—so he went to see 
what Philadelphia University was all about.
 “I visited a number of schools, but I 
literally only applied to one college—here,” 
explained Orlando.
“It felt right for me on a lot of levels. Today, 
people can’t even imagine applying to only 
one school. But after visiting all the schools 
I did, I still applied only to Philadelphia 
Textile, because I knew it was the perfect 
fit.”
During his first two years, Orlando funded 
his tuition through state and federal 
support and part-time work, and took 
loans to help with living expenses. Then, 
just before the start of his junior year, he 
discovered he had been selected to receive 
a scholarship, which covered a significant 
portion of his tuition. 
“The scholarship was the difference 
between me having to stress about all the 
other expenses to get through school,” said 
Orlando, as he reflected on the relief and 
excitement he felt from receiving the  
W. W. Smith Charitable Trust scholarship. 
“It was huge.”
Orlando still took the opportunity to work 
part-time during school, always going 
above and beyond, striving to work harder 
even though he had the unexpected help 
from the W. W. Smith Trust. 
Beyond the great financial impact, 
receiving the scholarship also boosted 
Orlando’s confidence in college. 
“Remember, I was the first generation in 
my family going to school—the scholarship 
had, in a way, told me that I belonged and 
that much was expected of me to work 
hard,” he said. The scholarship provided 
great encouragement and motivation as 




established a good 
rapport with his 
professors, who 




him to spare travel 
time by changing 
jobs to work on 
campus, and 
recommended 
he join a baseball 
league for 
Philadelphia CPA firms to broaden his 
network.
“I learned as much about life as a 
professional outside of the classroom as 
I did about accounting in the classroom. 
And that has always been really special 
to me about the school,” said Orlando of 
PhilaU professors combining practical 
solutions and professional guidance.  
“They even showed me how to approach  
a successful career path in a way that 
could be really fun.
“It never felt like professional advice  
and academic lessons were siloed,”  
said Orlando. 
By senior year, Orlando’s professors were 
pitching for him to enter a statewide CPA 
competition, which seemed daunting, 
going up against top accounting students 
across the state. As it turns out, Orlando 
won, and just as he had exceled in the 
competition, he fared well when looking 
for a job after graduation. He started his 
career, earned his master’s degree at 
Villanova, and ultimately landed at PNC. 
“ The scholarship was the difference between me 
having to stress about all the other expenses to 
get through school. It was huge.”
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Devin Bachurski ’15 
originally chose to 
attend PhilaU because 
he preferred the sense 
of community and the 
ability to have close 
relationships with his 
professors over the feel of 
larger universities he visited. 
A recent recipient of the W. W. 
Smith Charitable Trust scholarship at 
Philadelphia University, Devin’s feelings 
about receiving the gift are similar to 
Orlando’s. “Knowing I was chosen was 
very supportive. It really helped me 
to take advantage of so many more 
opportunities,” said Devin. 
Throughout his undergraduate career, 
Devin stayed involved in a variety of 
extracurricular activities, including 
the crew team his freshman year, 
the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, the Future Alumni Association, 
and the Senior Class Committee. 
With all of these commitments, 
Devin continued to be an exceptional 
student—the kind of student the  
W. W. Smith Charitable Trust aims to 
help as an investment in the future.
“I had a really great four years, I 
think about them all the time,” said 
Devin. In addition to creating some 
great memories, Devin’s time at 
PhilaU ultimately led to his current 
position at Georgia Pacific, and the 
Trust’s support helped him feel free to 
pursue experiences to fuel his career 
ambitions. “Receiving the scholarship 
helped give me more financial freedom by 
lessening what I had to borrow.”
While working toward a degree in 
mechanical engineering, he participated 
in several industry-sponsored projects 
as part of the University’s unique Nexus 
Learning curriculum. After one such 
project with Georgia Pacific, Devin 
pursued an internship 
for the summer before 
his senior year—and 
was offered a full-
time position with 
the company upon 
graduation.
“I still see the concepts 
of Nexus Learning 
where I work now. I’m 
not just working with engineers; I also have 
to work with people on the business side, 
or the design side,” explained Devin. “The 
industry project experiences were very 
helpful and really prepared me to work 
well with different disciplines.”
Reminiscing about PhilaU and the 
scholarship he received, Devin recalled a 
breakfast he and other recipients attended. 
“I remember meeting Mary Smith,” he 
said. “It was really incredible to see all 
the students and know W. W. Smith has 
been helping students like me for almost 
forty years. It shows they really believe in 
contributing in the long-term value of the 
school, it is definitely a ‘wow’ factor.”
Students like Devin, who strive to 
accomplish more at every opportunity, are 
just the people the Trust looks to support. 
// Devin works in the Engineering lab in Hayward Hall. 
“ It was really incredible to see 
all the students and know W. W. 
Smith has been helping students 
like me for almost forty years. 
It shows they really believe in 
contributing in the long-term 
value of the school.”
2011
FOUR YEARS AGO
The Impact of Scholarships
Every year, new scholarships are created to help a wider range 
of students access a PhilaU education. In the last year alone, 
more than $1.7 million was raised for student scholarships. These 
scholarships are inspired by a variety of different factors—to honor 
influential people from our community, to encourage students in 
particular majors or career paths, to support and help represent 
those with different nationalities, hardships, challenges and more. 
One of the biggest motivations for establishing new scholarships 
is to honor a person or group’s legacy. The recently endowed 
Amber Long ’11 scholarship was created to honor the promising, 
dedicated architecture alumna after her untimely death. The 
Sig Ep scholarship was created last year to honor the legacy of a 
group of friends and fraternity brothers, and founding members 
of the ZBT fraternity are currently working toward the same goal. 
W.W. Smith is a major contributor to PhilaU student scholarships, but it is one of many scholarship funds at the University. Scholarships 
and aid play an important role for our students—in fact, 95% of Philadelphia University students received some sort of financial 
help, including 288 students who received scholarships established through philanthropic donations in the last year. 
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Devin is currently 
based in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and looks 
forward to having the 
opportunity to get 
more involved with 
PhilaU in the future. 
After 27 years at PNC, 
Orlando is currently 
head of its asset 
management business, 
managing 260 billion 
dollars. He has 
recently returned to 
serve on the Philadelphia University Board 
of Trustees. 
The scholarship has helped numerous 
students reach their potential, and for 
Orlando, that has meant a rewarding 
career, and plenty of philanthropic pursuits 
along the way. 
“My dad told me ‘you understand, when 
you go to school you represent more 
than you, you represent the family,’” said 
Orlando. He compares this mentality to 
students who receive this scholarship. 
“They represent everyone before and after 
them. Their responsibility is a lot bigger 
than themselves, and that is actually 
pretty special.”
Thoroughly a “numbers guy,” as he 
says himself, Orlando sees the Trust’s 
magnitude of impact through its chain 
effect—the scholarship benefited 
hundreds, who have gone on to influence 
thousands of others—and believes it is 
profound.
“Everyone, at some point, will reflect on 
one critical question—did I really make a 
difference when I walked on this planet? 
And for them, for the Smiths, I would tell 
them ‘yes,’” said Orlando. “The numbers 
are pretty big, but I think the story is even 
bigger.”
In addition to his position at the University, 
Orlando gives to the Philadelphia Zoo and 
the Philadelphia Museum of Art—places 
that had the most profound impact on his 
childhood. 
 “PhilaU was the place that helped bring 
all of my experiences together to help 
me figure out my career and the next 
fifty years of my life,” said Orlando. And 
the Smith Trust played an integral role in 
making this experience as accessible as 
possible.
“I feel really lucky and very honored to 
have been the recipient of so much help. 
What the school did for me and for a lot of 
my friends—it all started at PhilaU. Feeling 
a part of making sure that continues as a 
board member is an honor, a privilege and 
a responsibility.”
This is the kind of return you see from 
investing in students like Devin, Orlando 
and the 600 others like them that W. W. 
Smith has helped cultivate at PhilaU. The 
brand of character illustrated by these two 
flourishes when given opportunity, and at 
PhilaU, we are lucky for the W. W. Smith 
Trust to have encouraged so many.
The Trust’s magnitude of impact can 
be seen through its chain effect—the 
scholarship benefited hundreds, who have 
gone on to influence thousands of others.
TODAY
PhilaU has numerous 
funds like these to 
honor members of our 
community (such as 
the Rondeau Scholars 
Program mentioned on 
page 5).
While celebrating their 
namesakes, scholarship 
funds offer donors a 
personalized way to 
give that directly affects students’ ability to attend Philadelphia 
University. Through establishing a new scholarship or supporting 
an existing one, these funds make a significant, lasting impact on 
our students, and allow donors to connect to students through a 
common career, hobby, home town, hardship or other commonality 
that inspires the scholarship—the possibilities are endless.
Visit our website to donate or learn more about scholarships 
at PhilaU: www.philau.edu/development/scholarships or 
contact Tracie Burruel at BurruelT@PhilaU.edu.
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A FULL EMBRACE
Capturing Bob Lockyer’s Impact on Philadelphia University
By Merrill Meadow
The first image dates from 1964. A 
recent Cheltenham High School grad 
sits in the office of then-admissions 
director, Mott Lynn. The young man had 
earned mediocre grades in school and, 
to most eyes, was wholly unprepared for 
college. But Mott Lynn saw something 
in the 18-year-old Bob Lockyer. He knew 
the young man hadn’t had things easy 
growing up: raised by a single mother 
(who also cared for her own parents) 
in tough financial circumstances, 
school grades had been the least of 
his concerns. Perhaps Mott also saw 
evidence of the native intelligence, grit, 
and caring spirit that would soon bloom.
“The College took a chance on me,” 
Lockyer recalls, decades later. “They 
started me with night classes, to prove I 
could do the work, then admitted me to 
the Textile Management and Marketing 
program. In the end, I earned my place 
at the school, and my degree was the 
foundation for a 25-year career in the 
industry.” 
Not only did he prove he could handle 
the academic work, Bob showed that he 
wasn’t afraid to work hard in any context. 
He held a part-time job throughout 
college. He also made time to be part 
of campus life, which can be tough for a 
commuter student. An avid member of 
the sailing club, he became president his 
senior year. But even recreation required 
hard work: the enduring snapshot from 
those years is of Bob and his club-mates 
trekking all the way from campus down 
to the Schuylkill River after classes and 
jobs, then back up again after hours of 
sailing. (Bob is pictured with his sailing 
mates in the top-right photo on the opposite 
page.)
Jump ahead about forty years, to spring 
2006. Another snapshot of Bob at the 
Schuylkill. But this time, he’s sitting 
aboard the coaching boat for the just-
established PhilaU rowing team. He and 
Coach Chris O’Brien are watching the 
rowers trying out their brand new racing 
boat, named Who’s Yo’ Daddy.
“A few months earlier, not long after we 
first met,” O’Brien recalls, “I’d sat down 
with Bob and asked 
for his help. I told 
him that if we were 
going to succeed 
with the team, we 
needed a new boat. 
He thought about 
it for a little while, 
then said, ‘If that’s 
what you need, I’ll 
help you get it.’ His 
‘help’ was buying 
the boat for us.” 
(Bob and Chris are 
pictured together at 
the christening for the 
first Who’s Yo’ Daddy on the bottom-right 
of the opposite page.)
The gift of Who’s Yo’ Daddy, from Bob 
and his wife, Carol, was followed eight 
years later by a new boat, Who’s Yo’ 
Daddy II, which the team rowed to a sixth 
place finish at the 2015 NCAA Division II 
Women’s Rowing Championships. (Bob 
and Carol are shown christening Who’s 
Yo Daddy II on the top-left of the previous 
page.)
The Lockyers’ support of the rowing 
team is just one poignant example 
in decades of support for an array of 
University athletics programs, including 
both men’s and women’s rowing, men’s 
basketball, and the Ram Fund. In 2002, 
Bob started investing time and energy, as 
To tell the story of someone notable, you first need an image of that 
person in your mind’s eye; that image becomes the frame through 
which you tell their story. 
At least, that’s how it usually works. Not so, when the subject is Bob 
Lockyer, the businessman, philanthropist, devoted husband, PhilaU 
alum, advisor, University trustee, and father of three. What comes to 
mind with Bob is a collage—a long series of powerful images, both 
distinct and complex, from a 50-year legacy of engagement with the 
PhilaU community. Narrating the entire collage would require a book-
length essay. But a careful selection of snapshots gives a clear vision of 
who Bob Lockyer is and why he is revered across campus.
//  The women’s rowing team heads down the Schuylkill River in Who’s Yo’ 
Daddy II.
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well, joining the organizing committee of 
the PhilaU Golf Invitational. The annual 
event had started modestly in 2002 as 
a way to engage University supporters. 
But Bob saw its potential as a major 
fundraiser and began working to make 
that happen. He’s now chair of the 
event and his real estate management 
company is its title sponsor. “Bob’s been 
the driving force in the Invitational’s 
year-to-year growth,” O’Brien notes. 
“He’s determined to have it raise at least 
$50,000 annually.”  
Bob’s leadership on the Golf Invitational 
has had a tangible impact on the 
University. The $300,000 that the event 
has raised has enabled the Athletics 
program to address a series of seemingly 
small, but crucial, needs—such as 
portable defibrillator devices, flag poles 
and equipment sheds at the fields, and 
resources for coaches to attend annual 
conferences. “Bob knows that it can 
be challenging to fund these kinds of 
expenses,” observes PhilaU Athletic 
Director Tom Shirley, Jr., “which is why 
he works so hard to ensure the Golf 
Invitational’s success.” 
In recognition for all that he’s done for 
the Athletics program, Bob was inducted 
into the PhilaU Athletics Hall of Fame in 
2012 and given its Lifetime Achievement 
Award. “He has answered so 
many bells for us,” Tom says. 
“He’s done whatever we’ve 
needed him to do—and over 
the years it’s been a lot!”
Bob’s impact on the 
University goes well beyond 
Athletics. He’s wholly 
committed to the institution’s 
academic mission and to 
students’ success. Two 
images capture this. The 
first is set at the annual 
scholarship stewardship 
reception, where donors get a 
chance to meet the young people whose 
lives they’ve touched, and students have 
an opportunity to say “thank you.” In this 
image, Bob sits forehead to forehead 
and deep in conversation with Destinn 
McKnight, ’15, the summa cum laude 
Physician Assistant program graduate 
who held the Lockyer Family Scholarship. 
(Bob and Destinn are pictured top-right on 
this page.)
“Bob and I realized that we have a lot in 
common,” Destinn recalls. “We’re both 
Cheltenham High grads who have dealt 
with some significant family and financial 
challenges. He understood intuitively 
how important his scholarship has been 
to my success at PhilaU—and recognizes 
that his support will, in turn, enable me 
to improve other people’s lives.
“I also asked his advice,” Destinn 
remembers. “He responded thoughtfully; 
telling me about some of his own difficult 
experiences and the importance of 
perseverance in the face of tough times. 
It was a deeply personal conversation, 
which I never would have expected to 
have with someone of his stature.
“It made me realize how broad an effect 
he has had on the University—in terms of 
his philanthropy, sure, but in many other 
ways too.”
//  Bob and his foursome at the 2015 Philadelphia University 
Golf Invitational.
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Juxtapose that snapshot with this one: 
Bob sitting at Hymie’s Restaurant in Bala 
Cynwyd for his regular working breakfast 
with Barbara Klinkhammer, executive 
dean of the College of Architecture and 
the Built Environment. “Bob is one of 
my most important advisors,” Barbara 
explains. “He has a real passion for 
architecture and was the first person I 
recruited to the College’s Advancement 
Council. We meet regularly—often 
over breakfast at Hymie’s—to discuss 
ideas and opportunities, and to analyze 
challenges facing the College.” (Bob and 
Barbara are pictured at Hymie’s on this page, 
top-right.)
Bob possesses a wealth of business 
and management experience directly 
relevant to Philadelphia University’s 
overall mission and to the College’s goals. 
“The two segments of his career—first in 
textiles, then in property management—
enable him to understand business and 
the qualities businesses need from our 
graduates,” she notes. “As a result, he’s 
focused on keeping our curriculum and 
facilities right in step with—or even a step 
ahead of—fast-changing professions.”
Yet, Barbara sees deeper motivations for 
Bob’s engagement with the College: “First 
and foremost, he is concerned about our 
students’ welfare, short-term and long-
term. He wants to be sure we’re giving 
them every possible chance to have 
impact and create value from the outset 
of their careers. I believe his commitment 
grows from his own positive experiences 
as a student, and from his son Sean’s 
(’99) extraordinary success as an 
architect and developer.” In other words, 
he wants for PhilaU’s students exactly 
what he and Sean have each been able 
to build on the foundation the University 
gave them.
For Bob, supporting the College—
specifically, its students and faculty—
might aptly be called a visceral 
experience. “In fact,” said Jesse Shafer, 
vice president for development and 
alumni relations, “one might say he’s 
given new meaning to the expression 
‘give until it hurts.’” Jesse recounted 
being present at a meeting with Bob at 
which Casey Heilig, director of special 
gifts, outlined the College’s desire to 
install 50 new desk-top monitors that 
would mimic the design environment 
that PhilaU’s soon-to-be architects 
would find on the job.
“Given how much Bob had already done 
for the University, and that he was still in 
the midst of paying commitments he’d 
made to PhilaU and other organizations, 
we were a bit hesitant to approach Bob 
about this project. At the same time, 
knowing his passion for the College and 
helping students, we felt we needed to 
bring it to his attention. When Casey 
asked Bob if he and Carol could consider a 
gift of $50,000 to purchase the monitors, 
his immediate one-word reply was 
‘Ouch.’” That was such an honest, human 
response. He then went on to explain that 
he had a number of other commitments, 
but said he’d talk it over with Carol and 
think about it. 
“Privately,” continued Jesse, “we decided 
not to raise the subject with Bob again; 
after all, he’d already done so much for us. 
Then, at a September 2014 reception in 
Bob’s impact on the University goes well  
beyond Athletics. He’s wholly committed to  
the institution’s academic mission and to 
students’ success. 
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celebration of the success of our Power to 
Innovate fundraising campaign, Bob took 
Casey aside and said, ‘I’m just so proud of 
what this University and its students have 
accomplished. I’ve thought about the 
monitors, and I’m going to do it.’” 
That remarkable gesture is appreciated 
by people like Kevin Ryan ’15, a recent 
architecture graduate. “Those 50 new 
monitors meant that every fifth-year 
student in our program had a dedicated 
set of monitors and workspace,” he notes. 
“That contribution had such a practical 
impact. It’s clear that he both understood 
our needs and cared deeply about our 
learning environment.”
Contemplating Bob’s multifaceted role 
and impact, Kevin observes, “Students 
can be very comforted knowing that 
a leader like Bob is out there doing 
everything he can to make our education 
as effective as possible.”
Kevin’s feelings are echoed by sophomore 
Maria Soledad Gonzalez-Romero ’17, 
known to her friends as Solete: “As an 
international recruit for the rowing team, 
a student in the animation program, 
and a beneficiary 
of the University’s 
financial aid programs, 
I have gained from 
Bob’s contributions 
in so many ways. 
Sometimes, we 
students are not 
conscious of how 
many of the things we 
use or do daily depend 
on people like him.”
And if Solete were to 
create an animation 
of Bob? “He would 
be a character who 
observed and listened 
a lot, not speaking much,” she suggests. 
“But when he did talk, the characters 
around him would be astonished by 
the quality of his ideas and the way he 
thinks.”
Bob is a perceptive leader and friend. 
The image capturing this is a little 
abstract but I think you’ll get it: Imagine 
a hug; envision a leader who offers the 
institution an all-encompassing embrace. 
That‘s the image that President Stephen 
Spinelli describes.
“Bob is a gentle man and a gentleman,” 
the President explains. “His gentleness 
belies an underlying energy and rigor. 
And the product of those qualities is 
dedication, consistent support, and full 











he has had. Bob had to earn his place as 
a Textile student and he worked hard 
at it. He grew into his deep capabilities, 
but remained the same person. Later in 
life, he became wealthy, but retained the 
same gentle approach to people and the 
same strong ethical sense he learned 
from his mother. (Bob and his mother 
are shown smiling together top-left on 
the following page.) “He is consistent in 
that demeanor: if you watch as he hugs 
somebody on campus, you’ll see he does 
it the same way he hugs his children,” 
continues Spinelli.
The “full Lockyer embrace” of PhilaU 
captures his wide-ranging engagement. 
Everyone benefits from it. “Bob has 
a holistic, all-in commitment to the 
University,” President Spinelli explains. 
“He sees the complexity of the institution 
in four dimensions and engages across 
them all.” 
It is fairly unusual to have a trustee 
and their spouse who are involved in 
so many facets of the University: you’ll 
see Bob and Carol at all kinds of events 
around campus, from Board of Trustees 
and Advancement Council meetings 
to student fashion shows and sporting 
events. But their full engagement and 
their purposeful philanthropy are intrinsic 
parts of their family tradition. Indeed, Bob 
credits Carol as being his closest advisor 
and partner in making PhilaU such a part 
of their legacy. “And that’s what you do 
when you embrace an institution, as Bob 
has embraced this University,” Dr. Spinelli 
notes. “You make it a core aspect of who 
you are.”
The final snapshot is more concrete than 
a hug, literally and figuratively. It reflects 
what Bob Lockyer uniquely means to 
an institution devoted to accomplished, 
pragmatic professionalism. It’s offered 
by Bob’s friend, colleague, and admirer, 
Dean Barbara Klinkhammer: “I see Bob 
as a supporting pillar of this institution—a 
leader, advocate, and philanthropist.” 
“ Students can be very comforted 
knowing that a leader like Bob is out 
there doing everything he can to make 
our education as effective as possible.”
Kevin Ryan ’15
//  New monitors in the architecture studios in the Architecture and 
Design Center enable students to have a designated space to build 
and design like practicing professionals.
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“ I see Bob as a 





Executive Dean, College of Architecture 
and the Built Environment
Frank Cardillino ’72
“I transferred to Philadelphia University in 1968 
from Temple because I liked the campus much 
better. A friend told me about Philadelphia 
Textiles. I asked what sciences they offered, he 
told me about textile engineering—neither of us 
knew much about it, but I remember him saying, 
‘but they all get jobs.’ 
Sure enough, I had no problem getting a job. I 
graduated in December 1972, first in my class, 
and started out in research and development. I 
later interviewed with the top two papermaker 
felt companies in the U.S. The first came in with 
an offer too low, so I made it my mission to help 
the number two company take their place.
I eventually went into business for myself, and 
didn’t do too badly; I retired at 53. My wife and 
I never had children, and we started considering 
how to leave a meaningful legacy. I chose to 
include PhilaU in my plans because I figured the 
school has always done right by me—I had good 
memories, there were great professors—I’d like 
to return the favor.”
The Tapestry Society recognizes those who have 
provided for the University’s future through a bequest, 
charitable trust, gift annuity, gift of retirement plan 
assets, life insurance or other estate plans. Tapestry 
Society members create a meaningful legacy for 
present and future generations at Philadelphia 
University. To support the University and show Ram 
Pride through Tapestry Society membership, please 
contact Michael S. Molloy by phone at 215.951.0254, 
or via email at MolloyM@philau.edu.
THE TAPESTRY SOCIETY  
(Members as of June 30, 2015)
Bert Amador ’54
William R. Archer ’74
Shirley S. and Robert A. Barnhardt ’59 
Martin E. Birnbaum ’58
Terry and Frank Cardillino ’72
Joseph M. Catagnus ‘84
Edie and Antony E. Champ
Michael S. Chernoff ’74
D. Walter Cohen H’12
Huguette Combs
Elizabeth A. Copple ’84
Steven B. Dolchin ’70
Bruce B. Doniger ’66
C. Trevor Dunham ’40
Lawrence N. Field
Prudence and William A. Finn ’67
Dr. Henry Froehling*
David A. Gentner ’93
David A. Gingras ’69
Ira Goldstein ’71
Steven J. Glass
Robert M. Gordon* ’38
Julia M. Granby*
Mary Bert Gutman
Lorraine and Walter F. Harris Sr.*
Walter M. Hasen* ’38
Walter R. Jones ’90
Maurice S. Kanbar ’52, H’03
Lawrence M. Karlin ’50
Selma Katz*
Mitchell B. Krause ’68
Helen and George V. Kubu ’51
Richard S. Lembeck ’52
Robert N. Levenson ’69
Graham J. Littlewood*
Carol and Robert C. Lockyer ’68
Eileen Martinson ’86
Karen and Handsel B. Minyard
Charles H. Mond ’69
Virginia Palmieri M’95
Lillian Z. and David R. Rea
Dr. Ludwig Rebenfeld*
Claire Reichlin
John C. Reno ’58
Harold R. Ronson ’51
Ernest A. Sadashige ’01
L. Tadd Schwab ’75
Sandra Schwab ’77
Arlene T. Simon ’77
Allen E. Sirkin ’64, H’10
Robert P. Smith ’76
Stephen Spinelli Jr.
John L. Steen ’59
Kelly M. Vogdes* ‘01
James K. Voitel ‘91
Richard F. Walton ’75
Norman W. Weiss ‘65
Jeanne L. ’80 and  
William C. Whitmore ’82
Katherine S. Archer Zieber*
Anonymous
DONOR SOCIETIES
// Frank with 





Dog. Today, Frank 
travels around the 





What made you decide to make  
Philadelphia University part of your legacy?
Liz Copple ’84 
“I made Philadelphia University a part 
of my legacy because when I go, I want 
to leave behind something good, my 
own little positive mark on the world.”
Bill Finn ‘67 
“I’m grateful for the financial support I 
received as a student. I made a commitment 
then to help future generations of PhilaU 
students along their way, just as I was 
helped. Prudence and I try to support the 
University every year, but we’re especially 
pleased to include PhilaU in our estate 
plans—our “ultimate annual gift!”
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I’ve served Philadelphia University since 2012 
as a member of the College of Architecture 
and the Built Environment Advancement 
Council. I was one of the first design and 
construction community professionals Dean 
Barbara Klinkhammer invited to join the 
Council. Barbara’s dynamism, charisma, 
and genuine warmth along with Council 
members’ diverse industry perspectives 
combine to become greater than the sum 
of the parts. As a professional, I get so 
much out of our strategy sessions and I feel 
energized by the group and our impact on 
students and the University.
My involvement has expanded over 
the last two years as I’ve worked with 
Professor Donald Dunham, AIA, and the 
College’s students on the first two issues 
of SPACEWORK. The compelling, 100+ 
page volumes highlighted work from all 
of the College’s programs and included 
interviews with faculty and graduate 
professionals. Conceived, written, designed, 
and produced entirely by the students, 
SPACEWORK exemplifies collaboration, 
critical dialogue, and creativity. I am proud 
to have participated as guest editor for both 
volumes.
Through my involvement at PhilaU, the 
students, faculty, and administration 
continue to inspire me with their passion, 
commitment, and drive for innovation.
In 1884, Theodore C. Search saw a need for 
world-class textile education in the United States. 
He raised $35,000 to establish the Philadelphia 
Textile School, secure a location, buy looms and 
hire teachers. The Theodore C. Search Society 
recognizes those who demonstrate leadership 
through philanthropy by contributing a minimum 
of $1,000 annually (Young Members, graduates 
of the last ten years, contribute $100 and above). 
For more information or to become a member of 
the Search Society, please contact Elona Lakuriqi, 
director of alumni relations and annual giving at 
215.951.2186 or LakuriqiE@PhilaU.edu.
FOUNDERS
Always Best Care Senior Services
Nancy M. Beacham ‘93
Craig R. Benson
The Benson Family Charitable Trust
Sullivan Family
Suzanne ‘63 and George T. Downs III ‘63
The Downs Foundation
ECP Planet Fitness - Bob Kliewe
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
The Glenmede Trust Company
Bryant M. Greene M’96
Elsie H. Hillman Foundation
Henry L. Hillman Foundation
HydroMassage/JTL Enterprises -  
Paul Lunter
IBEW Local Union 98
William L. Jasper
JK North America - Brigitte Kratz
Maurice Kanbar ‘52, H’03
Liong-Keng Kwee ‘68
Carol and Robert C. Lockyer ‘68
Frances and James J. Maguire Sr.
The Maguire Foundation
The Marc David Foundation
Edward P. Marram
Eileen Martinson ‘86
Matrix Fitness - Jason Arters  
and Nathan Pyles
Kyle Nagel
John Oughton III ‘71
PF Growth Partners - Victor Brick
Planet Fitness Yonkers, NY - Jeff and 
James Innocenti




Bonnie and Allen E. Sirkin ‘64, H’10
The Sirkin Family Charitable Foundation
Carol and Stephen Spinelli, Jr., Ph.D.
Steelcase Education Solutions
Sunshine Fitness Management -  
Shane McGuiness
Three Sons Farms, LLC
TSG Consumer Partners, LLC -  
Chuck Esserman
Verizon Foundation
W.W. Smith Charitable Trust
Jeanne L. ‘80 and William C.  
Whitmore ‘82
Whitmore Family Trust
Martin J. Zeldin ‘55
Zeldin Family Foundation
BENEFACTORS
Agnes L. Devlin Memorial Fund Inc.
Alder Partners Group - Stanley 
DeMartinis Jr. and Rino Ciampi
Alice D. Hamling Foundation, Inc.
BMJ of Charlotte, LLC
Jeffrey W. Bruner ‘73
Burlington Industries Foundation
Elizabeth Copple ‘84
A. Louis Denton Esq.
Stephen J. Faralli










McLaughlin & Lauricella, P.C.
Michael Nissman ‘64
Susan M. ‘77 and Robert L.  
Nydick Jr. ‘78 H’13
Nydick Family Foundation
Vito S. Pantilione H’14
Parke Bank
PF Canada and Chicago - Bryan Rishforth
PF Michigan Group, LLC - Bryan, Laura, 
and Pete Hopkins
PF-TO Management, LLC - Ray Owen III
Phillips-Van Heusen Foundation
Planet Fitness Indy 10, LLC -  
Michael Campagnolo
Planet Fitness Midwest - John Clancy
Planet Fitness New Hartford, NY - Bob 
Morris
Planet Fitness Puerto Rico
Planet Southgate, LLC - Chris Klebba
Precor Incorporated - Rob Barker and  
the Precor Team
R.J. Kunik & Co., Inc.
Adele and Harold Schaeffer
Elizabeth Hurwitz-Schwab and  
Doug S. Schwab ‘76
Sandra Scher Schwab ‘77 and  
L. Tadd Schwab ‘75
THE SEARCH SOCIETY  (Members as of June 30, 2015)
The Search Society
DONOR SOCIETIES
Who or what inspires you to give?
Amanda Gibney Weko
College of Architecture and the Built Environment Advancement Council Member
“ Through my involvement at PhilaU, the students, 
faculty, and administration continue to inspire me with 
their passion, commitment, and drive for innovation.”
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Madonna M. M’99 and Francis J. 
Shammo Sr. ‘83
David A. Sirkin ‘94
Janet E. and Philip A. Spanninger ‘65
Taymax Fitness - Timothy Kelleher  
and Kyle Nagel
The Abs Company - Sean Gagnon
The Arthur Jackson Company






Anchor Management Group, Inc. - 
Alexander Choquette
AZ Family Fit, LLC - Steve Thomas
Elsbeth G. Bellemere
Charles Bernier ‘74
Eileen D. Chambers ‘91
D. Walter Cohen H’12
Comcast Corporation
Connelly Foundation





Eat’n Park Hospitality Group, Inc.
ECBM, Inc.
Fastener Systems Inc.
Freedom Gyms - Denis Rondeau
Lynn ‘78 and Harry A. Fryckberg ‘77
Anne and James P. Gallagher H’07




Jane & Leonard Korman Family 
Foundation
Grace and John W. Kissane ‘67
Robert N. Levenson ‘69
John H. Martinson
Maxwell Strawbridge Chartitable Trust
Christopher McHugh ‘86
David L. Morgan ‘65
Andrew J. Morrisroe III ‘96 M’99
NESUG, Inc




PF HV Management, Inc. - Bob Viani, 
Kathy, Sharon, and David
PF Louisville, LLC - Richard Kueber
Planet Central Valley - Ben 
Heiderscheidt
Planet Fitness Chesapeake - Neha and 
Dharmesh Shah
Planet Fitness Philadelphia / Chicago 
- Toni Rufo
Planet Fitness Verona NY - Steven 
Joanis




Susan J. ‘84 and Michael S. Schurr ‘84
John J. Sipple ‘74
Edward Sirianno
Kathleen and Robert P. Smith ‘76
So Cal PF, LLC - Dexter Lanigan
Kenneth B. Takvorian ‘65
TD Bank, N.A.
John Thackrah ‘53
The Cozen O’Connor Foundation
The Reichlin Family Foundation
Anthony J. Vitullo Jr. ‘97
Wallace Textile Sales Co
William J. Wallace Jr. ‘67
Patricia M. and Richard F. Walton ‘75
ASSOCIATES
Lisa M. ‘91 and John W. Ackler ‘92
AGW Communications
Aisling Fitness - Kevin Murphy, Dan 
Hill, Dan O’Shaughnessy and Rick 
Petrone
Anonymous
Auctions by Cellular, LLC
Bass, Doherty & Finks, P.C. -  
Michael Bass
Karen Marie Blanchard ‘98
Janice K. Ott ‘82 and Salvatore A. 
Boccella ‘83
Carole Lynne Borden ‘82
Philip L. Borst ‘97
Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.





Clean Rental Services, Inc.
Kirk Colomy
Colomy Paint & Decorating, LLC
John L. Connolly Jr. ‘77, M’82
Joy Corson ‘98
Kevin Fagan
Family First Childcare, Inc.
David Gallagher
Gerard Geier
James G. Geise ‘89
Anton H. Germishuizen
Goldman Sachs - Gordon Kluzak
Granite Coast Properties, LLC -  
Drew Page
Halton Group - Tanner and  
Robin Halton
Henry James Saloon
Hollman, Inc. - Travis Hollman
Marc Kantor
Clare Kelly
KiwiMex Fitness, LLC - Steve Eddleston
Kevin J. Kodz ‘97




Planet Fitness Kittery, ME - Kris 
Glidden
Planet Fitness Wilmington, DE -  






Scungio Borst and Associates
Cheryl A. Smith
Tomio A. Taki H’11
The Christine and John Connolly 
Foundation
The Echo Foundation
The Gord and Tania Kluzak Family 
Fund
Wallace Roberts & Todd, LLC
Amanda Gibney Weko
Jeannette M. Wistner M’99
MEMBERS
Linda and Eugene E. Alexandroff ‘68
Amani Group, LLC - Kalpana Lubrano
America’s Physique, Inc. -  
Ronald Huling
Anthony H. Visco, Jr. Architects
Eileen and William R. Archer ‘74
Jeffrey Baird ‘09 M’11
Matt D. Baker
Patricia M. Baldridge M’15
Bama Fitness, Inc. - Steven R. Goguen
John C. Barnes
Tom and Jackie Becker
Mary and Broughton Bishop ‘51
Mary Ellen and William Bishop III
Marilyn and Victor C. Braun Jr. ‘58
Arlene and Steven Bronstein ‘71
Paul R. Buckwalter ‘66
Cambridge Fitness of Cleveland, LLC - 
Tom Purther and David Rubin
Cambridge Fitness of Garfield Heights, 
LLC - Tom Purther and David Rubin
Cambridge Fitness of Lansing, LLC - 
Tom Purther and David Rubin
Cambridge Fitness of Okemos, LLC - 
Tom Purther and David Rubin
Lt. Col. Harry G. Campbell ‘67
CCD Fitness, Inc.
Lynne A. Hunter and Jeffrey C. Cepull
Michael S. Chernoff ‘74
Brian Corcodilos ‘13
Francis T. Covaleskie ‘82
G. Geoffrey Cromarty
Crum Creek Industries
CSC Sales Marketing, LLC
Jane and Dennis W. Cullen ‘74
Leslie and Robert G. Culp IV M’98
Diana R. Cundell
Joseph Deeney ‘88
Paula J. ‘95 and Jason C. Della Penna ‘94
Mike Diamond




Orlando C. Esposito ‘80
David A. Falcione ‘81
Cynthia M. Flanagan M’93
Arlene M. Flick ‘86 M’10
Megan Foley M’12
Foundation for the Charlotte Jewish 
Community








David Michael Goodman ‘71
Ivan H. Gordon* ‘55
Michael Gorelick ‘64
Marylyn M. Goutmann
Melissa ‘85 and David F. Greenberg ‘84
Steven Greenberg ‘82
Mary Bert Gutman
Habit Enterprises, Inc. - Harry Dodich
Kenneth G. Hagner ‘69
Nancy Hannum
James P. Hartman M’11
Andrew Cherry ’87
“Being personally passionate 
about a cause or endeavor is 
what inspires me to give to 
an organization or enterprise, 
like PhilaU, my alma mater—
whether it is my time or financial 
resources.”
David Gingras ’69
“I was first inspired to give from 
my involvement with the Alumni 
Association as a senior. My 
motivation continued when I was 
invited to the Alumni Board.”
Who or what 
inspires you  
to give?
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Harvest Fund Raising Counsel
Charles Head Jr. M’91
Head of the Schuylkill Regatta
Ramzi Hermiz
Thomas Herzfeld ‘66
High Point Community Foundation
JDG Group, LLC - Joseph Deeney




Daniela and Thanos Kamiliotis
Amy and Ronald G. Kander
Lawrence M. Karlin ‘50
Kenneth Kates ‘76
KCMP Fitness, LLC - Kathleen Killeavy
Katherine A. Kibler ‘97
Philip J. Kodroff ‘82
Korn Ferry
Mitchell B. Krause ‘68
George V. Kubu ‘51
Elizabeth and Steffen Kuronen
Daniel S. Levy ‘75
Jane Young Likens and Andrew S. Likens
Leigh and Dorvin Lively
Michael Lockyer
Patrice M. and Joseph R. Maro ‘80
Mary B. & Alvin P. Gutman Fund
MAS Health and Fitness, Inc. -  
Michael Salzarulo
Mas II Mas, Inc.
Frank McWilliams ‘71
Paul Michnuk
Karen and Handsel B. Minyard




Elizabeth Pirrotta ‘90 and Nathan M. 
Moroney ‘91
Carol and Frank J. Mulhern ‘69
Francis X. Murphy ‘69
Norfab Corporation
North Mobile Fitness, Inc.
J. Joseph O’Mara ‘63
Salvatore J. Patti ‘90
Louis Peltzer
Pennsylvania Institute of Technology
People Helping People Foundation
PF NPR FL & Spokane WA - Eric Sousa
PFIT Group, LLC - Jim Lekatsos
Barbara A. and John T. Pierantozzi ‘70
Frances R. and G. Carter Pierce
Michael J. Pilko
Pizzazz Fitness Belair, LLC - Dan Horan
Pizzazz Fitness, Inc. - Dan Horan
Pizzazz Management II, LLC
Planet Fitness Charlotte NC -  
Brian Bobenage
Planet Fitness Hampton Falls NH - 
Richard Moore
Planet Fitness of Ann Arbor, LLC - 
Ronald Huling
Planet Fitness Overland KS - Jerome  
and Tammy Torres
Planet Fitness Plattsburgh - Dave Leon






Raimondo Group - Rick and  
Kristine Raimondo
Jennifer Frank Rhodes ‘96
Richard L. and Suzanne S. Levy Fund  
of the Philadelphia Foundation
John N. Rudolph Jr. ‘82
June and Edwin Salvesen ‘88
Alison and Thomas Samph
Francis Scardino ‘58
Margaret W. Schneider Maclay ‘83
Robert Schoellhorn ‘56
Walter J. Schwenk ‘76
Jennifer Seidel ‘95
SG Knits, Inc.
Trish and Jesse R. Shafer
Shearon Environmental Design Co., Inc.
Larrie B. Sheftel ‘76
Gary Michael Shirley
Monica C. and Thomas R. Shirley Jr.
Robert J. Skomorucha
Paul R. Stadelberger
John L. Steen ‘59
Steen Sales, Inc.
Stephen Torpey Jr.& Co, Inc.
Teresa R. and Gregory C. Stewart
Andrea ‘84 and Mark A.  
Sunderland ‘84, M’06
The Addis Group
The Campbell Family Foundation
The Community Foundation for 
Southwest Washington
Jean-Marie ‘04, M’05 and  
Stephen O. Torpey Jr.’03, M’04
Jeffery Weaver
John W. Weber Jr.
Cynthia A. West ‘88
Western & Southern Financial Fund
Wendell C. Williams ‘61
Vincent M. Wolanin ‘69
Christina Wong ‘08
Harry W. Woodcock
Thomas J. Wynne 
YOUNG MEMBERS
Michelle Arp ‘14
Sara Beth Bonett ‘13
Jordan J. Cammarata ‘12
Sean Campbell ‘11
Stephanie Cecco ‘12
Erike De Veyra ‘09 and Troy Hannigan ‘09
Stacy L. Gillins ‘05
Alex Jones ‘12
Christopher John Kuntz ‘11






Brandon G. Sargent ‘07
Tracy Siegle ‘11





“What motivates me to support 
Philadelphia University is the 
relentless drive they show towards 
preparing students for real world, 
interdisciplinary collaboration and 
their unwavering focus on innovation. 
The DEC program, the innovation 
competitions and the faculty’s 
consistent push to have students 
exposed to real-world business 
situations continues to impress.”
Dennis Cullen ‘74
“I had to pay for my own college 
tuition and it was difficult. I 
was the beneficiary of grants 
in aid, scholarships and the GI 
Bill. The education I received at 
Philadelphia University helped 
me to achieve my career goals 
and I wanted to give back to the 
University and help support others 
in need.”
Jordan Cammarata ’12
“I give to PhilaU because I support 
the vision that the University is 
cultivating. I’m grateful for the 
experience I had in Götz Unger and 
Mike Leonard’s Industrial Design 
program, as well as the President’s 
grant that contributed to making it 
all possible. I look forward to giving 
more in the future.”






Jeffrey Baird ‘09, M’11








































































































Stephen Spinelli, Jr., Ph.D.
Charles Stephens





















FACULTY AND STAFF DONORS
We are grateful to the faculty and staff who made a gift to Philadelphia University in 2014-2015.
Jeffrey Ashley, PhD
Director, Center for Teaching 
Innovation and Nexus Learning
“I see the impact of donors 
through our faculty members 
facilitating active and 
collaborative learning in our 
new Nexus Learning Hubs, and 
witnessing how receptive our 
students are to these student-
centric teaching methods.” 
Jack Klett
Associate Dean of Graduate 
Studies, Kanbar College of Design, 
Engineering and Commerce
“Every day, I have the pleasure  
of seeing students collaborate and 
discover in the Lawrence N. Field 
DEC Center. This space provides 
the ideal environment for Nexus 
Learning to thrive! Maurice Kanbar, 
Lawrence Field and other PhilaU 
donors made this space a reality.”
Pat Thatcher
Director, Academic Success Center  
and Academic Affairs
“Donors allow us to do special, 
smaller projects—ones that impact 
our community. One of my favorites 
was when Frank Baseman’s students 
in the Philadelphia University Design 
Workshop created the Title IX 
campaign, for their client, the Office of 
Student Life, to raise awareness about 
sexual violence on campus.”
What’s an image from campus that highlights the impact of our donors?
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ADVANCEMENT COUNCILS
Eileen Martinson ’86, Chair
D. Walter Cohen H’12
A. Louis Denton
Anthony J. DiElsi ’79
Orlando C. Esposito ’80
William A. Finn ’67
Bryant Greene M’96
Cynthia Hook
Estefano Isaias Sr. ’69
William L. Jasper
Carson Kressley H’13
Liong Keng Kwee ’68
Robert C. Lockyer ’68
John H. Mantas ’76
Edward P. Marram
Christopher K. McHugh ‘86
Handsel B. Minyard
Andrew Morrisroe ’96 ’99
Donna Nicoletti Ferrier ’80
Robert L. Nydick Jr. ’78, H’13




L. Tadd Schwab ’75
Francis J. Shammo ’83
Allen Sirkin ’64, H’10
Stephen Spinelli, Jr.
Andrew J. Vecchione ’72





George T. Downs III ’63
Harold R. Ronson ’51
William C. Whitmore Jr. ’82, H’14
Honorary Trustee
Raymond E. Ix
PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES





























SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
John W. Ackler ‘92
Nancy Beacham ‘93
Charles Bernier ’74









James G. Geise ‘89
Bryant M. Greene M’96
Marc Kantor
Kevin Kodz ‘97
Robert L. Nydick Jr ’78 (Chair)
Jerry Rosenau M’96
Nureed Saeed ‘99
Robert P. Smith ‘76
Jeanette Wistner ‘94, M’99
FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Last year our percentage of donors increased by 13% and giving increased by an incredible 73.4%.








PhilaU Fund (Unrestricted Financial Aid)
$185,498.64
Academics (Colleges, Schools, Centers)
$347,211.13


















•   The total alumni giving amount  
increased by 510%
•   The number of student donors  
increased by 222%
•   The total corporation/foundation  
giving amount increased by 171%
•   The number of staff donors 
increased by 167%
•   The number of faculty donors 
increased by 122%
July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015
INNOVATOR: IMPACT REPORT  •  23
4201 Henry Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19144
THANK YOU
for supporting PhilaU!
